356                THE BULL RAMPANT
On the morning of December 26th the first folk to
be astir in Cesena beheld, in the grey light of that
wintry dawn, the body of Ramiro lying headless in the
square. It was richly dressed, with all his ornaments
upon it, a scarlet cloak about it, and the hands were
gloved. On a pike beside the body the black-bearded
head was set up to view, and so remained throughout
that day, a terrible display of the swift and pitiless
justice of the Duke.
Macchiavelll wrote: "The reason of his death is
not properly known" ("non si sa bene la cagione della
sua morte") " beyond the fact that such was the
pleasure of the Prince, who shows us that he can make
and unmake men according to their deserts/*
The "Cronica Civitas Faventiae," the "Diarium
Catenate," and the " Cronache Forlivese," all express
the people's extreme satisfaction at the deed, and
confirm the charges of brutality against the man
which are contained in Cesare's letter.